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The Romanian people call comets “Stele cu Coada” (Tailed-Stars), and think they are 

divine signs placed in the sky to announce the coming of great hardships, such as bloody wars 

between kings and emperors, epidemics or plagues of men and cattle, famines, etc., and that these 

will occur in the place the tailed-star goes to. Even the end of the world will be heralded by a 

tailed-star, thus many peasants think, on seeing a comet that the end of the world is at hand, and 

prepare themselves for death using their remaining time for prayers.  

In fact, all the beliefs in the evil portents of comets existed from the earliest times with all 

peoples. What can we say when, even in our own times, many prognosticators forecast that a comet 

will destroy the Earth, and give the time of its coming? But the cunning comet does not wish to 

respect their anticipations! Romania’s war for independence in 1877-78 contributed to the people’s 

beliefs in the forecasting ability of comets. In a paper, a peasant remarked: “Sometimes, stars are 

seen with tails, which forecast bad events, like wars, plagues, etc.” In 1877, while the Romanians 

fought with the Turks, a star was seen in the sky with a little tail; then the tail began to lengthen, 

and the star drew nearer to us; only close to the end of the war did this tailed-star disappear. 

On Epiphany the sky opens. Victor Anestin, a tireless popularizer of astronomy in 

Romania, claimed that this faith is bound to an astronomical phenomenon. Thus, on Epiphany (6th 

January) and St. Andrew`s days (30 November) people believed that the sky opened, because 

sometimes a bright light came through the clouds, accompanied by rumblings that faded in a flash. 

It was likely to be bolides – very bright balls of fire that crossed the sky on their flight to Earth. It 

is possible that the crossing of such fireball over the sky to cause our popular superstition. The 

vivid brightness of this ephemeral star, sifted through the clouds` thick sieve, gave the impression 

that the sky might split in two.  

 

Graphic illustration on the cover of the book of I.M Stefan `Celestial stones, small planets, and 

stars with tails`. 



 

 

Christianity did not erase from Romanian thought all the old beliefs and legends from the pagan 

Romanians. From them, some tales remained clear, but others became confused. This happened 

with all the Christianized peoples, however. These old beliefs are included in the people’s 

innermost convictions, but they are not annexes of the Christian religion.  

 

Some indeed are heresies, which hinder the peasants in their field work on days which are not 

Christian holidays; others make the peasants superstitious; but they also have a positive aspect, 

telling of the people’s origins.  

 

Such heresies, and the people’s legends and language, together with their history, form the Golden 

Book of that people. Then, even history must recognise them, but this source is frailer, needing 

more discrimination to use. From this work, we have seen so many valuable data about this Golden 

Book of our origins that nobody could be in any doubt about our Dacian-Roman beginning.  
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