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An old print of the moon hoax showing the Vespertilio-Homo (center) and the Biped Beavers 

 

It was the year 1833 when Sir John Herschel boarded on a ship with destination Capetown, South Africa. 

He wanted a better exploration of the southern sky, all the large observatories being in Europe at the 

time, so he loaded two telescopes on a boat and the he was gone for a few years. In August 1835, a 

"journalist" from the young newspaper at that moment, The Sun, had the idea to do a story about the 

discoveries of Sir John Herschel, who was still in Capetown. 

Richard Adams Locke combined the scientific style with the fantastic, the subject being the fauna of the 

moon, the almost lush tropical landscapes and, as the series progressed, strange intelligent creatures, 

seen through Herschel's fabulous telescope. 

Suddenly, The Sun came to have a huge circulations exceeding all newspapers of the time. Absolutely 

everyone took the bait and newspapers` roar was intensified as never before. But it was printed and it 

was John Herschel, right? How could it not be true? When men of science have finally come to ask Locke 

about references given in the article, he sent them away and instructed some men to redirect the 

scientists further. John Herschel has finally learned from newspapers brought by a friend in Cape Town 

and was terribly amused. However, in the initial wave, nobody questioned the veracity of the things 

presented. More on monthly mystification can be read the original book by Willy Ley, Sky Observers, 

which we recommend to all those who have minimal interest in astronomy.  



Now, tomorrow, with the so-called "Supermoon", an astronomic term taken over by the Internet, the 

Moon will be 14% higher. It usually takes half a degree, now is a trifle higher. To the naked eye, the moon 

high up in the sky, has no terms of comparison, it will look like any other full moon. Beautiful about the 

Moon is the way it fools the brain when is around objects that we know, like houses and structures. This 

happens at sunrise and sunset. So tomorrow, or any other time when the moon is full, shoot with a 

telephoto lens the Moon at sunrise / sunset or simply admire the spectacle. And in general, do not forget 

to check the source! The world of the Internet newspapers is now wilder than in 1833, so take great care 

and a serene sky everyone!  

 

Vespertilio-Homo, from an Italian edition of the moon hoax 

(* According to urban dictionary a hoax is something to trick into believing or accepting as genuine 

something false and often preposterous; an imposture.) 
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